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laboratories, which, when we vis-
ited, were in the process of being
fitted out. The centre allows for
artefacts to be brought to the site
- from the basement of Down-
town Cairo’s venerable Egyptian
Museum, as well as from many
other sites around the country
— where they can be inspected,
documented and held while the
main museum building is being
prepared. The transfer of the first
batch of priceless treasures is
due to start this summer and it’s
estimated that the whole process
will take three years.

The Tahrir Square museum
will have a new life after the
GEM opens, as a new Muse-
um of Pharaonic Arts, housing
“masterpieces” of Egyptology. It
will act as a teaser for the main
attraction out by the Pyramids.
It will also receive a new air-
conditioning system.

In the car park next to Dr
Mansour’s Giza office, wrapped
in scaffolding and corrugated
iron, stands an 83-ton colossus
of Rameses II. Recovered from
a temple at Memphis, the
original capital of Ancient Egypt,
the 3,200-year-old statue stood
in a square in front of Cairo’s
railway station from 1955 until
2006. It was brought here, at a
cost of US$1 million, to save
it from the exhaust fumes
that were causing the stone to
The piece
awaits its final move, in 2011,
when it will become the towering
centrepiece of the GEM’s grand
lobby. The first of a daunting
50,000 artefacts to arrive on site
— and just three years to make
ready their future home. But
when it comes to inspiration, the
contractors have only cast their
gaze across the plateau to see

deteriorate. now

what incredible building feats
others have achieved in Egypt. W
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At the time of writing the
service zone and its canyon-
like access yard (above) are
almost ready for the scien-
tists and conservationists to
move in and start work
BELOW Dr Yasser Mansour,
project director of the GEM,
in his Giza office
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